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March 4, 2021 

The Honorable Henry McMaster, Governor 
South Carolina State House 
I 100 Gervais Street 
Columbia SC 29201-6215 

Dear Governor McMaster: 

It is with pleasure that I write to you on behalf of a distinguished South Carolinian, Captain Eugene "Geno" Paluso, Commandant 
of Cadets at The Citadel. I highly recommend Captain Paluso to be awarded South Carolina's highest civilian award, The Order of 
the Palmetto, for his _great lifetime of achievement and impact to our state and nation. 

Captain Ueno Paluso, USN (Ret), a graduate oflbe Citadel in 1989, has served as Commandant of Cadets at The Citadel nearly 
seven years. Prior to coming to The Citadel, he was a highly decorated U.S. Navy SEAL officer. He has shaped the lives of 
thousands of Citadel cadets who have gone on to be leaders in our state and nation. 

Captain Paluso was commissioned into the Navy from The Citadel. He served as a Navy SEAL officer on active duty as the 
commander of the Naval Special Warfare Group 3 at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The group consists of 700 specialized SEAL and fleet 
personnel. He served more than 25 years before ta1cing his current position. After his arrival at The Citadel, Captain Paluso 
assessed The Citadel's leadership training model and added structure and focus. He established experiential training events 
including leadership reaction courses. Captain Paluso's innovations give cadets tools to be strong, professional, effective leaders. 

The results speak for themselves-the South Carolina Corps of Cadets continues to shine. Our graduates are sought after not only 
for their academic achievements, but also their leadership skills and character. They continue to graduate in four years at the 
highest rate in South Carolina, have record employment rates, t1ourish in military service or their chosen careers, and garner the 
financial and professional rewards from doing so. 

The Corps of Cadets' performance has· been extraordinary in executing the real-world mission operating in the COVID-19 
environment. Following appropriate health and safety measures while staying focused and holding each other accountable, it is 
no accident they are finding success while students at many other institutions are struggling. These achievements are the result of 
the direction and leadership our cadets learn and implement as part of their experience under the Commandant and his staff 
Captain Paluso's leadership is facilitating our success, and imparting to the Corps invaluable lessons during these times. 

The Commandant's role is vitally important to implementing The Citadel's leadership development model. Captain Paluso will 
complete his contact as of June 30, 2021. Recognized for his commitment to the training of thousands of cadets during his time at 
The Citadel, Captain Paluso has exemplified principled leadership and exceptional distinction. Due to his 31 years of collective 
service, both in the military and to The Citadel, he is worthy of South Carolina's Order of the Palmetto. 

Thank you for your consideration of this recommendation. If I may be of further assistance, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Allison Dean Love 
The Citadel Board of Visitors 
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1 March 2021 

The Honorable Henry McMaster 
State House 
1100 Gervais Street 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 

Governor McMaster: 

I wish to lend my voice to Colonel Myron Harrington's nomination of Captain Eugene "Geno" F. 
Paluso, USN (Retired) to The Order of the Palmetto. In my thirty-five years' service in leadership roles to my 
Alma Mater, few people had an effect on The Citadel such as Captain Paluso. 

After an incredible career as a Navy SEAL, we were fortunate to have him return to our school as 
Commandant of Cadets. Geno's drive and spirit are special. 

From his first days on campus in 2014, it was clear the school had selected the right man for the job. 
Through his tenure, he combined the right mix of leadership, discipline, innovation and hard work. The 
results are clear- The Citadel produces graduates for America and South Carolina second to none. 

I also saw the care and mentorship he showed to our cadets. He was tough on them, but instinctively 
knew when a helping hand, or a departure from the rigidity of our Spartan lifestyle, was needed. Cadets knew 
not to cross him, but also knew he was there if times were rough. 

As with any college, our mission is to produce great citizens who make our communities better places. 
A whole generation of Citadel graduates do just that thanks to Geno Paluso. The Citadel is a better place as a 
result of his time here, and South Carolina will reap the rewards for years to come. 

FLP/wl 

Sincerely, 

Fred L. Price '75 
Former Chair 
The Citadel Board of Visitors 










